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OCTOBER, 2005

GENERAL DINNER MEETING

Beaudesert Community Sports Centre

Peterson Street

Tuesday 18 October, 2005

Cost of Dinner  $20  (GST  inclusive)-Please try to have correct change.
Guest Speaker:  Jorja Loddon   Family Support Officer - Beaucare

Committee Meetings –

 Board Meetings start at 5.00pm, Committees will meet at 5.45pm, prior to Dinner Meeting at 6.30pm.

APOLOGIES

Apologies are to be directed ONLY to Geraldine Collins on 55412058.

                    Please advise by 11am Monday 17 October, 2005.

In case of an EMERGENCY, an apology may be accepted by Geraldine up to 8.30am on day of the meeting. An account for the cost of the dinner will be forwarded to any member not responding in the usual manner. 

MISSION STATEMENT

Zonta International is a worldwide service 

organisation of executives in business and the professions 

working together to advance the status of women.

From our President:

Dear Members

It is Sunday afternoon and I have just returned from my first District 24 Conference on the Gold Coast.  The slogan for the conference, “Zonta – Making a Difference”, was  evident with the program presented to motivate all members in a variety of ways.

Two other members attended, Judy Manderson and Ellen Logan, who were able to catch up with friends and acquaintances, met at previous Conferences and Conventions.  I was very surprised to have met two Zontians from Adelaide Hills Club, District, Julie Monis-Ivett and Margaret Parsons who are part of the Zonta Birthing Kit Committee.  They attended to promote the Zonta Birthing Kit Project.

A motion was passed for District 24 to support the project for the Biennium 2006-2008 making this project a National one.  Margaret Parsons also passed on some lovely information, that Beaudesert Club was the first club in District 24 to assemble Birthing Kits.  Well done, ladies!

There were some amazing club projects showcased.  A total of eight clubs presented their short/long term efforts and explained their procedures with media support.  I will highlight some of these projects in future newsletters as more information becomes available on the web and maybe we can get some ideas from them.  A more detailed report will be presented at the Dinner Meeting on the 18th October.

One of the features of the Conference was the Memorial Service held this morning to remember Zontians who had passed away during the Biennium.  Judith carried a yellow rose and lit a candle in memory of Margaret Hockey.  Thank you Alice for writing Margaret’s biography and Ellen for providing the photo, which was presented in a Remembrance Folder.  We were given a framed photograph of Margaret.  This Service was organized by the Zonta Club of Toowoomba.

The next fundraiser we have to consider is the Gourmet Goodies Stall, on the first Saturday in December.  This fundraiser will support the Chaplaincy of Sally Anne Martin at Beaudesert State High School for the second year.  By the way, have you heard Sally Anne sing?  I had the pleasure at the CWCI Dinner last Wednesday evening.  She is a very talented musician.

The last fundraiser, the Swapmeet, had a pleasing result.  Thanks to the sub-committee chair, Jane Struss and all members who participated on the day.  There were lots of humorous moments as this was a new experience for most of us and as one member commented    “We really needed more blokesy things like…rusty car parts” rather…But with the optimism and adaptability of the members, the remaining goods were distributed to other service organizations.  Thanks Judy M. and Ellen for this distribution and to all members who donated items for the day, Sue Topping and Bob Topping for their early start and gardening contributions.

I hope all members are refreshed after the September holidays as we enter the final months of 2005.  We have the Xmas Party at the end of November, which will round off a very active eight months.  We have a guest speaker from Beaucare, Jorja Loddon, Family Support Officer, who will speak about her work in the Beenleigh-Beaudesert District as a preamble to our next project on the drawing board, that of the Joint Service Organisations of Beaudesert for the Support of Single Mothers.

I will look forward to seeing members who have returned from holidays on Tuesday, 18 October, at the next Dinner Meeting at the Beaudesert Community Sports Centre, Peterson Street Beaudesert.

Cheers

Sylvia

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

OCTOBER

Special birthday greetings to all who are celebrating birthdays during this month. Especially to: 

Jane Struss

9 October

DATES TO REMEMBER

BOARD and DINNER MEETINGS

18 October

15 November

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES

7-9 October 
District 24 Conference

24 October
Breakfast with Pru Goward


Zonta Club of Gold Coast

3 December
Gourmet Goodies Stall

BREAKFAST WITH PRU GOWARD

The Zonta Club of Gold Coast has sent us an invitation  to Breakfast  with Pru Goward, the Federal Sex Discrimination Commissioner.

It will be held at the Gold Coast Arts Centre on mmmmm the 24th October.

GUEST SPEAKER

Our Guest Speaker this month is Jorja Loddon, from Beaucare.  She will be speaking to us about the work they do in the community and how Zonta’s new project is welcome to help the target group discussed at last month’s meeting.  Jorja is on the new committee and has started programs, PARENTAL FRUSTRATION and FREE HOME BUDGETTING COURSE for  the Beaudesert, Jimboomba and Mount Tamborine areas.

SWAPMEET 

Excellent news, our Swapmeet made a grand total of $541.  Many, many thanks to the committee for all their hard work, to the members who gathered up all sorts of goodies and to the workers on the day.

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES FOR OCTOBER MEETING

Could each Committee discuss their goals and service project priorities for the biennium, present it in the Committee Reports at the Dinner Meeting and then the Board can provide a summary for the Area Director, the Zontian and a reminder to us why we are members of a very special club. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES

15 YEARS AGO  -  October, 1990

An Art Show was held at Kooralbyn School.

Interesting items from that event:

· A certain Zontian was seen panicking, three quarters of an hour after the bus she had organized to take guests to the Art Show, failed to arrive.

· Another Zontian and her husband walked away with first prize in the Michael McMahon ink and watercolour painting at the Art Show.

In October, 1990, the President, Joan Gray, welcomed two new members, Ros Bruderlin and Patricia Dunn.

5 YEARS AGO  -  October, 2000

Guest Speaker for October, 2000, was Kath Ryan, talking about “Kath’s House” and the help available for victims of domestic violence in our area.

Sister Nivard was a special guest, through her mammoth support for the Terry Fox Run held earlier in the year.

United Nations Day was celebrated with Wyn Thompson preparing an international dish for the members.

GIFTS FOR REFUGE

A reminder that Xmas Gifts for Women in the Refuge Centre will be collected at the November meeting.

GOURMET GOODIES STALL

A roster will be circulated to members for the Gourmet Goodies contributions as well as donations to buy ingredients.  A sub-committee for this fundraiser is to be formed.  If you would like to take this on please let Sylvia know at our next meeting.  The space for the stall needs to be booked very soon.

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 2006

Reservations are now available for the International Convention in Melbourne, June 2006.  Can members consider this opportunity, being so close and in Australia?  After the success of the District Conference, I can recommend that the experience will be worthwhile.  An outline of the Convention was presented at the Conference and the Committee was very enthusiastic, presenting the major events and tourist attractions available throughout the 6 days.  Perhaps we can make group bookings?  Contact Sylvia if you‘re interested and inquiries can be started.

REPORT -  JOINT SERVICE ORGANISATIONS  - BEAUDESERT AREA  (PROPOSAL)

So far contact has been made with Elizabeth Avery and Paul Coote form St. Vincent de Paul Welfare Division, Beaucare Beaudesert, Mission Australia, Centrelink and the Baptist Church.  All of these contacts are very willing to come to a meeting to discuss the proposal for the support of single mums.  Mission Australia will direct and publicise the program.  They say that there is an overwhelming need in the targeted area, as does St. Vincent de Paul.  I have tried to get statistics from Centrelink for an application for a grant from the Government but I have been phoning Canberra, referred to Beaudesert and back again.  So far I haven’t been able to get the figures I need.  I haven’t had a result with the Salvation Army, Brisbane Head Office, but the Club agreed we would go ahead without their input.  The next step is to organize a meeting date.

I am waiting on the Baptist Church Board’s response for a request to hire their kitchen facilities and playroom for the proposal on the 17th October, the day before our Dinner Meeting.

As this proposal will be a long term one, I predict, a series of cooking demonstrations for six to ten mothers, over a period of one session, of one and a half to two hours per week, for six weeks.  There would need to be a follow up to monitor progress and or extra encouragement.  This initial block of cooking sessions could be offered to another group.  Volunteers from Zonta or other organizations would be asked to supervise children during these sessions.  These details have to be discussed at the initial meeting.  I will be asking for Zontians to be on the Steering Committee.

Sylvia.

HIGHLIGHTING OUR MEMBERS

Immediate Past President  -  Judith Manderson

Husband Brian and I were blessed with four healthy daughters and working full time on a dairy farm, we had our hands full.  The day would start with midnight cow maternity paddock check even in the middle of winter, if necessary.  It was not unusual to have to make the trips 2-3 times a night, babies of any kind are born when they are ready.  Another hour or two of sleep was gratefully taken before back out for the 4am milking.  After the cows and calves were fed, it was time to feed the humans and off to school for the girls, the rest of the time was filled by herd health checks, farm maintenance, monthly herd recording/milk sampling and afternoon milking.

Being the mother in a family of six, I performed the constant but enjoyable cooking and sewing for the family (3 weddings was a challenge) and even managing to squeeze in some gardening on the side.  In my spare time from an already busy life, I was able to fit in parent support for school meetings and activities the girls were involved in.  As well as Community Forum Group meetings for a few years ,I have been local Hall Committee Hon. Treasurer over 15 years, Show Society Vice President, Dairy Section Chief Steward for 14 years and Showgirl Steward for 7 years.

I have enjoyed being part of the Zonta family since 1997, attending meetings in various positions such as Correspondence Secretary, Director 1 and 2 year, and Vice President.  Working with the members to produce three Building Your Future Workshops, stalls, breast care cushions, and other such projects, was always satisfying to achieve the goals for what each was intended.  The District Conferences, Area Meetings and Club social events are always highlights.

Having just completed a challenging two year term as President I am able to step back and enjoy the club as a regular member.

After 30 years, Brian and I have moved on from the (recently deregulated) dairy industry into less demanding (time wise) cattle fattening and hay making enterprise.  The ongoing drought conditions are proving to be more than a challenge.  Though most of the time we are able to enjoy the slower pace of life.  We are looking forward to having more time for the family including sons-in-law, two grandchildren with one more due anytime, as well as the extended family, which is spread far and wide.

POET’S  CORNER

When Alice quotes prose

She knows how it goes

On matters of form

She’s an example to all

When an apostrophe’s misplaced

It’s such a disgrace

Her contempt cannot be ignored.

From Geraldine.
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