IWD 2011

As in the past, there was an overwhelming response to the annual International Women's Day Breakfast. Approximately 120 women attended. The event was sponsored by Ergon. President Margaret Anderton welcomed guests to the colourful venue, decorated with purple, green and white balloons being the colours of IWD and gave a short outline of the local and global projects undertaken by Zonta after which guests were invited to enjoy a delicious buffet breakfast.

Guest Speaker, Georgia Stynes, ABC's Capricornia's Afternoons Presenter, was received well by the guests. Georgia shared stories of her career and experiences with that journey and people she has met, as well as exploring the differences for women in her generation compared to past generations, giving examples of her mother's life choices as compared to hers.

 During the event, the Zonta Capricornia Living Treasure Award for 2011, which is sponsored by Telstra, was presented to Sophie Paterson by Telstra Representative, Margaret Deluary. Sophie, a mother of a family of ten, has earned the trust and respect of her peers, the community and politicians who regularly seek her input. She has always been a leader and a mentor who has brought about significant change and empowered disadvantaged members of our community to positively change their lives. She was therefore recognized for her untiring efforts in serving the local community. The Award is presented annually to recognize women in our community who have inspired and empowered other by their achievements and skills.

Monies raised on the day are to be allocated towards local community projects in keeping with Zonta's aim of "improving women's lives". It was encouraging to see so many women gathered in fellowship to acknowledge International Women's Day. The function was ably emceed by Zontian Janet Young.  
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