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Dinner Meeting: 

Contact Pam Ross-Smith - for all dinner arrangements no later than the Monday prior to our dinner meeting. Advise her of any apologies if you are unable to attend or to let her know of extra dinner guests that you have invited. This will ensure the accurate catering for the Wednesday meeting and appropriate charges for meals.

COST (Includes dinner) Members/Guests $20.00

Special Dietary Requirements:
If anyone has any special dietary requirements will they please inform Pam so that she can inform the club.  The club is very happy to cater to individual needs.

Pam Ross-Smith
Home: 
3356 4201

Mobile: 
0413 188 562

Email: 
pross4@eq.edu.au
OR
pross0@yahoo.com.au
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Diary Dates:
· 28th June to 3rd July 2008 - International convention Rotterdam.
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December Birthday’s:

Many Happy returns of the day!

9th
Bettina Mayfield
13th
Edith Fogg

Bingo Thursday Morning:
Bingo starts at 10:30am.  Zonta support staff are required to be at the club by 9:30am.
Two of the regular players have volunteered to help out at Bingo, which is wonderful.  I could be going to UK for a couple of weeks in November and this offer could not have come at a better time.

Heather, our new volunteer caller, was a great hit with the players and it is so wonderful.

Zonta support ladies are expected to be there by 9.30 am.  Bingo is our biggest fundraiser and for those who do their roster, it is certainly rewarding at the end of the year when we are able to give so much to the community.  The Arana leagues Club is doing all it can to support and promote our game.
Bingo Roster 

DEC

6st
Bettina
13th
Laurie

20th
Penny (all members to attend if possible and we have a special Christmas Bingo with a raffle, special food etc.)

We do not have Bingo on 

Christmas or New Year week.

TENTATIVE ROSTER FOR JANUARY:
JAN 
10TH     Tracey


17th
Penny


24th
Ros


31st
Carole

FEB
7th
Kay


14th
Penny  (13/3: 
                          10/4: 8/5: 5/6)


21st
Karen


28th
Tracey

Who is available or not available in January?
Would members please notify me of holidays or other days that they cannot do roster, so I can do the roster accordingly. 
Please change with someone else on the roster if you cannot make it.  Do not ring me. 

Vicki Williams 

Bingo Convenor
President’s Message
Thanks to all those members that have contributed to our success in the last month.  There has been a lot of behind the scenes activity.

Lorraine has been hard at work for the Status of Women committee, the school bursaries for which we had 6 applications, Jebb House and Clyde House it all takes time and effort.

We are please to have Vicki back in the fold, she left me with plenty

of instructions but the bingo people all asked after her and kept me in line.
Please remember a non- perishable food item for the Christmas hamper for bingo and a Christmas gift for the people of Jebb House and Clyde House.

Simone has the glowies night under control and please remember your roster for the evening, its good fun.
Regards,
Jan Spittle 


Organisation, Membership & Classification Committee

Dear Members,
NEW MEMBERS & GUESTS

It was great to see Melindie and Virginia inducted at November's meeting. This brings our membership to 29, although we do have Jenny and Rhonda currently on leave of absence.  Victoria's birthday was on the 5th November. I didn't get this information to Anjali for last month's newsletter as I was abroad, so belated birthday greetings to you Virginia.  It was also lovely to have three guests, Gayle, Helen and Olivia interested in the Club. My thanks to Penny and Carole who looked after Olivia, Joyce and Melindie who chatted to Gayle, and Kas who talked to Helen.  Gayle has put herself on the roster to help on glowies night even before she's joined, which is wonderful.

MEMBERS' PROFILES
I need some, any, even one would help!!!
After this month I run out of profiles, although I am chasing up Kas for an email version of a hard copy profile she provided for the profile book a year ago. The longer standing members whose profiles we don't have yet are Marina's, Bettina’s, Pam Ross-Smith's, Suzanne's, Patricia's and Elizabeth's.  I'd like to have profiles also from newer members Karen, Carole, Penny, Janet, Joyce, Pam O'Reilly, and Tracy. 

Di Westwood's profile
Previous to this year member Di  was our very active Chair of Public Relations and Communication but she has taken a back seat this year and has had to miss some meetings while she as been working both days and evenings running an employment agency for a friend. However before she committed herself to this work Di presented a wonderful profile at a dinner meeting at past- president Vicki's request. Some members will have heard Di speak then, but her profile is well worth a revisit and will of course be new to our more recent members. It's a great read. 

Looking forward to a festive Christmas meeting - see you all then
Regards,
Rosalind Pestell

Thought for the month

“We judge ourselves by what we feel capable of doing, while others judge us by what we have already done”
- Longfellow




Member’s profile of:
Life and times - Di Westwood
ZONTA PRESENTATION – Wednesday 8th August 2006

5 minutes to describe 52 years of my life….That has to be the most difficult assignment I have ever been faced with. Hold onto your seats – Here we go.

From humble beginnings in suburban Melbourne, as a child I was taught to survive, be independent and resourceful and believe that anything was possible. After all, my mother had demonstrated this by single handedly rising two children under strenuous circumstances. So, my mum is a greatly admired mentor and friend. She is now a very healthy 82 years old, rarely at home – quite the social gad about, with a zest for life that puts me to shame.

My decision to leave school midway through my HSC was precipitated by a four-week teacher strike. Obviously, not content with mediocrity or “tolerating the system”, I stepped away from the security of school and headed for the hospital wards to start my nurses training. The rebel existed early in my life!

Nursing had not been my original career choice, but this profession certainly fulfilled many of my goals. At that time those goals were largely related to acquiring material things, (the first car – a grey mini that could squeeze in 8 trainee nurses; glam-clothes and adventurous holidays….In 1971, I traveled from Alice Springs to Darwin in 30 hours as a pillion passenger on a Honda 750cc motorbike with a band of bikers – no my mum was not informed at that time; there are some things that are best left unsaid until after the event!; suffice to say I’m still here to tell this story. 

With what seemed an unquenchable thirst for knowledge and an enormous desire for adventure, nursing provided the launch pad for my future direction. I breezed through the nursing exams – probably because I found it interesting, challenging and fun. As a “born organizer”, running an Intensive Care Unit at a large Sydney hospital was both demanding physically and emotionally, yet it stimulated me to challenge routines and the status quo, to think laterally and lead a dedicated team.

A car accident in 1978 was a turning point in my nursing career. It forced me to leave nursing and venture into the corporate world as a medical representative for Nicholas, the makers of Aspro, Staminade. Bored as a sales rep., marketing management was my next goal, which was achieved within 2 years where I relocated from Sydney back to Melbourne, in the role of National Brand Manager. 

My marketing career has continued for over 25 years with key roles at Nicholas P/L, Australian Dairy Corporation, Coopers Animal Health, and Century Batteries. Within that time, 7 years of my working life has also been as a marketing consultant to various companies, managing a range of weird and wonderful projects from diving documentary films, relocating overseas staff to set up Optus in Australia, researching National Parks & Wildlife services, recruiting staff for advertising and agencies, operating a ski lodge…and the list goes on. 

Marketing has a rapid “burn-out” rate and retaining one’s sanity throughout the years has required judicious use of travel agents, sporting and social venues, the odd wine or two, gourmet foods, Andrea Bochelli, and the odd tacky novel whilst still nurturing my friends and family. 
Unencumbered by children or husband(s)…….during my earlier career days, I traveled far and wide with many trips to exotic locations with fun adventures that include:
· hiking in the Nepalese Himalayan mountains

· exploring India over 2 months and getting “tweaked” at the Taj Mahal

· sailing in Turkey and Greece

· living in Paris and attending language school

· riding elephants in Thailand

· three trips to Europe and Britain

· climbing Malaysia’s Mt Kinabalu

· visiting Orangutans in Sepilok

· riding horses across the Egyptian dessert and into Petra, Jordan

· experiencing the beauty of Japan and various Pacific Islands

· low chopper flying over the Iguaçu Falls in Brazil
And then there was the 4 year episode of owning and living on my 36 foot yacht in Brisbane; not to mention having my life flash past me on a sailing trip to Lord Howe island when the yacht was knocked down by a rogue wave, 800 miles out to sea, in the middle of the night and in slow motion waiting for the boat to right itself.

Life has never been too dull for me. I guess I’m an opportunist and have always jumped at the chance to experience all that life has to offer. Over the last 9 years, a new twist in my tale has evolved……. It’s all so romantic and a far cry from the tough demanding business life I had endured during my 20’s, 30’s and 40’s. Paul and I met, he asked me to the Brisbane Boat Show and he instantly won my heart forever. Together we have lived and worked in Vanuatu, Merrygoen (near Dubbo), Roma, Lake Eildon and now we are HOME in Closeburn; well at least I am at home, Paul spends one month here and one month in PNG, flying for a charter company. We have recently returned from a fantastic trip to South America and plan more adventures in the future. Now that I have Paul hooked on the traveling……the world is our oyster.

Home is on 10 acres, 9.5 acres to much! The house is a dump, but the gardens and space are in beautiful. Our family consists of my 5 chooks, Blouse, Ginger, Betty-Boop, Izzey, and Lindy-loo, and Paul’s seven beehives. I am an accomplished ride-on mower devotee, can mulch with the best of them and I’m currently studying organic horticulture with the aim to be self sufficient. I continue to consult in marketing to various clients, so who knows what tomorrow holds. 

I joined Zonta in 2001 when living in Roma and consider it my way of giving something back to my community and to women, having spent much of my working life as the “corporate token female”. A friend sent me this email recently and I feel it sums up my thoughts for my journey through my 50’s and beyond….. I trust I shall have a few companions along the way.

Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in an attractive and well preserved body, but rather to skid in sideways, chocolate in one hand, wine in the other, body thoroughly used up, totally worn out and screaming "WOO HOO what a ride!" 













All articles in this newsletter are provided by the chairperson of each committee.  These articles are not necessarily the views of Zonta or the Editor.

