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FEBRUARY DINNER MEETING:  Tuesday 1 February, at the Rowers’ Club, Quay Street at 6.30pm for 7.00pm.  $20.00.  No apology by 10.00am on the day of the meeting - you will receive an invoice for the cost of the dinner. 

Guest speaker, Alyce Johnson, Amelia Earhart Bursary winner.

Apologies to Wilma Berry.  Phone 4151 5246.  Email berrywine@itxpress.com.au. 

All members with dinner meeting arrears, please pay at next dinner meeting.

February rosters:

Door: Elizabeth Hawe  & Shirley Kidd 

Zonta Blessing: Denise Powell 

Raffle:  Judy Noble (already supplied)

Birthdays February:

10th - Lyn Costigan;  13th - Kim Kelly;  18th - Christine Francis;  24th - Lesley Evans.


CLUB NOTICES

Programme Committee 

Don’t forget our January social function at Bargara Berries at 12noon on Sunday, 23 January. Please email  d.kirby@cqu.edu.au or leave a phone message on 41507008, confirming that you will be attending and with how many people. Desirae needs to get confirmed numbers to Bargara Berries by Friday.

Public Relations & Communications Committee

Thanks again to Lesley Evans and the Bargara Bugle for the article on the birthing kits and the photo of Christine, Debbie and Helen hard at work putting them together.  Excellent photo also of Denise Powell on the front page at the launch of the “Everyone needs a doctor campaign”.  Do all Zonta members have a regular doctor?   

Website

You may recall that our Area Director challenged us to beat Rockhampton to register all members on the Zonta International website.  Well, we did it!  All members are now registered.  Do go on the site and read some of the very interesting messages and information there.  In particular, there is a letter from the International President concerning the tsunami disaster.

Next task is the District website.  How many of us are registered there?  Let’s all register there as well.

Membership Committee

Congratulations to the Membership Committee – present and past!  How exciting to induct three new members to our club at the December meeting.  That makes 44 members and gives us 2 delegates at the District Conference in October this year.  That’s an achievement we’ve only had once in our club history.

A very warm welcome to Marie Blake, Michelle Brown and Ann Whalley.  See the updated membership list attached with their details.  Do make a point of saying hello to these new members at our next meeting.    

Service donation

District Governor Ros Kinder requested all clubs to make special arrangements to donate immediately to the District Fund for the tsunami tragedy.  An email was sent to club members suggesting a $1000 donation.  In 3 days, 20 members indicated they were in favour.  The donation has been sent and this action will be ratified at our February meeting.  The District donation will be sent to the Red Cross. 

 Sampoorna Garine, member of the Madras Zonta Club and friend of our member Judy Noble, sent a very moving message of “love, goodwill, safety, trust, peace, prosperity and joy”.  Please read her message attached.  You may recall that we sent a donation to the Madras Club’s centre for women with AIDS with Judy Noble when she visited India.  

Member News

· President Carol has been sailing and camping during the holidays.

· Ann Robinson is travelling with her family in the USA, visiting California, Oregon and Washington States on the West Coast.

· Joan Hawe has also been overseas, travelling in England.

· Get well wishes are sent to Margaret Gibson who broke her hip just before Christmas.  After four weeks in hospital, Margaret is now home.  Friends, neighbours and Zontians are helping, but Margaret’s positive attitude is still very much to the fore.  

· Wilma Berry is off to Norfolk Island in early February for a week’s holiday.

DISTRICT NEWS
Area 4 Meeting, Rockhampton, 26/27 February:  Thirteen members at our December meeting expressed interest in attending.  That sounds very promising.  If you were not at the December meeting but are interested in joining us, please contact Dianne Leggo who is co-ordinating travel and accommodation.  New members are particularly welcome.  If you haven’t been to an Area Meeting before, please join us for a great weekend.  Registration forms were attached to the November newsletter.  Please register ASAP to make things easier for the Rockhampton organizers.

Zonta Club of Maryborough celebrates their 10th birthday with a special dinner meeting on Tuesday, 22 February at 6pm for 6.30pm.  Further details to follow.  Let’s get a group together and help them celebrate!  This is one of the clubs that Dianne Leggo helped to organize.  Contact Dianne if you are interested in going.  

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – Melbourne 2006

Attached invitation from Naomi Arnold, Convention Chairman, invites Zontians in Australia and New Zealand to home host an overseas guest or guests the week prior to or the week after the Convention in July 2006.  This is a wonderful opportunity to show Zontians from overseas what Aussie hospitality is all about.  

Dianne Leggo has experienced wonderful home hospitality all over the world and has rashly invited all and sundry to visit Bundaberg.  If you have a spare bed and enjoy meeting people from other countries, please express your interest by advising Dianne.  She already has had some initial enquiries from members in Colorado.   

PROFILE – CHARTER MEMBER MARIE HICKEY

I graced the world with my presence in November of one of the years of the twentieth century in the North Queensland sugar town of Sarina where my father was a schoolteacher. Dad was the youngest son of cane farming parents who farmed on a property close to Sarina and my mother was the fourth daughter of Irish parents who came to Charters Towers during the gold mining days. 

Transfers play an important part of a teacher's life and Dalby was Dad's next appointment - there he taught the all important Scholarship class and results proved what we, his children, knew all along - he was an excellent teacher! 

My primary schooling began and ended in Dalby and secondary schooling took place in Charters Towers where I lived with my grandparents, as by this time my family were transferred to Yengarie (a one teacher school outside Maryborough). 

My ambition of becoming a pharmacist was thwarted by the apprenticeship being given to the local dentist's son (male chauvinism), so I detoured and became the second best typist in the Court House.  Even though I hate to admit it, the best was my boy friend at that time, he typed the depositions in court. 

After five years I decided on a change and went banking in Tully (sugar country again and close to Innisfail where my parents and siblings were then living). 

At this time, an old acquaintance with whom I had been to school came into my life. Down the track we married, lived in Atherton, had three children, went to Thursday Island. There my husband decided to study externally to become an electrical engineer, so for the next seven years we worked and studied in Gayndah, had another child, moved to Brisbane, graduated, moved to Maryborough and finally Bundaberg. 

Our children have grown up, married and produced their own children - nine in all and we are the proudest and most loving grandparents on the planet. We feel and know we are blessed and indeed we are very grateful for our fortunate lives. 

MARIE HICKEY

CHARTER MEMBER
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Dear beautiful friends,






12 January 2005

The year came to an end taking many lives with it as we stood by and watched the disaster that struck families in so many countries, including our own safe, sleepy, placid city. While we all feel the sorrow, many of us have been too shocked to react, some of us are waiting for the appropriate time to give support, some of us don’t know what to do or how to go about offering assistance. A few of us may have already contributed our time, money or required resources. This traumatic event has demonstrated the goodness of the human soul.

The Tsunami, with its pretty name, camouflaged as just another wave, literally crept up to the shores washing away thousands of lives, particularly fisher folk. The survivors have to cope with grief and bereavement along with loss of material possessions. The traumatic incident has created a fear of the sea and many feel betrayed by that which they had considered their friend and provider. It is tragic that people who were more at home in the seas than on land are now terrified of the ocean. A whole generation of fishermen out there are surviving in fear. 

There is something each one of us can do. Let us reduce the fear that is being generated and spread. Let us send to these people an energy of peace and safety. Stop thinking thoughts of fear and destruction and replace them with thoughts of peace and safety. As we feel and build up an energy of peace and safety, it gets into the morphogenic field and creates more peace and safety on our planet. What we focus on is what we get, so please let us focus our energies on love, peace and safety on this planet.

Spend a couple of minutes each day to heal our planet and see it in all its splendour and magnificence.

Take yourself to a state of relaxation or meditation. Relax your body completely, from the tips of your toes to the top of your head. Allow every cell, every muscle to be totally and completely relaxed. If there are any thoughts that are distracting you, gently let them go and come back to relaxation. When your body and mind are completely relaxed and you feel you are in an altered state of consciousness, say in your mind : 

I, (your name) am filled with love, peace and goodwill. I am safe. I know that everything that happens to me and around me is perfect in this time and space, and is in accordance with the Universal plan. I trust the Universe to protect me and take care of me and keep me and all other living beings safe. 

I now fill my entire being with this feeling of peace, trust and safety and I then radiate it out to this room, spreading it to the entire building, to the street and now to the whole city. I now allow this peace, trust and safety to radiate out from me to the whole country and from there to the entire world. I now see the whole world filled with peace, trust and safety, which radiates out to the skies and fills up the entire Universe. 

Stay in this state a few moments longer and then slowly take a few deep breaths, move your toes, move your fingers and come back to the room.

You could do this or you could choose words that are more appropriate for you. It is something any one of us can do on a daily basis. And you are free to choose to do it. Every single thought that we think joins up with other similar thoughts and gathers enough power to manifest itself. How we think and feel affects what's happening on our planet, so lets generate enough love, goodwill, safety, trust, peace, prosperity and joy through our thoughts, feelings and actions. 

Wishing each one of you a marvelous year of peace, harmony and prosperity in a safe and loving world. May the unique, brilliant and splendid being that’s bubbling within you emerge and live a delightful life.

Lots of love, light and joy,
Sampoorna, Madras, India
Dates to remember:


.


January 23	Social function at Bargara Berries – 12noon


February 1	First club meeting for 2005.  


February 22	Maryborough Zonta Club’s 10th Birthday Meeting


February 26/27	2005 Area 4 Meeting in Rockhampton.


March 13		International Women’s Day Breakfast.


October 7/9		District 24 Conference at the Gold Coast.


June 24/29, 2006	Zonta International Convention in Melbourne.
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